UNIT 4

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

8.4.1   Describe the structure of the executive branch.  (CE.6a) Pg 94, 240-241
· Article II* - creates the executive branch and the President
Executive Branch includes:
1. president 

2. vice President
3. Cabinet departments
4. Executive agencies 
· qualifications  p. 241- 35yrs old, Natural Born citizen of the US
8.4.2   Identify the powers and responsibilities of the president and the executive branch. (CE.6a, 6d) pg 242-247, 249-251, 651-652
· chief executive officer of US* p. 243 –leads the executive branch
· executes the law of the land* 

· prepares the annual budget for congressional action* 

· makes government appointments, (e.g., cabinet offices, federal judges, ambassadors)* p. 243
· administers the federal bureaucracy * 

· approves or vetoes legislation * 

· negotiate treaties 
· State of the Union address* p. 242,245
· presidential power has grown since the Constitution was ratified*
8.4.3   Describe the roles the President of the United States exercises in carrying out his responsibilities. (CE.6d) p. 240-254
1. Chief of State - ceremonial head of the government p. 247
2. Chief Executive- leads the executive branch  p. 243
3. Chief Legislator - proposer of the legislative agenda p. 245
4. Commander-in-Chief -  head of the nation’s armed forces p. 244
5. Chief Diplomat – US representative to other countries p. 244
6. Chief of Party - leader of the political party that controls the executive branch  p. 247
7. Chief Citizen - representative of all of the people
8.4.4  Describe the role and responsibilities of the vice president. P. 250
· president of the Senate 
8.4.5  Explain the procedures used to elect the president and vice president.  (CE.5f) p. 117, 636-637
· To win election, candidate must win the majority vote of the electoral college NOT MAJORITY POPULAR VOTE!
· electoral college process*

1 - Elections held in each state to determine winner of state popular vote
   - state electors chosen by popular vote*
   - number of electors based on state’s representation
    in Congress*

2 - electors meet and vote for president and vice president*
   - electors vote based on winner of state popular vote
   - in most states a electoral votes are winner-take-all system*
3- to win election- requires- a majority vote in the electoral college 
   -Congress chooses P/VP if there is no majority in the electoral college
· favors a two-party system* -easiest way to reach a majority  
8.4.6    Identify the procedures established to ensure the United States always has a president.
· orderly transition of power p. 250
· VP, President Pro Tempore, Cabinet leaders (State, defense treasury…)

· constitutional provision for vice president to assume office  p. 156, 187
· Presidential Succession Act of 1947 
· Twenty-fifth Amendment  p. 187 – Rules for Presidential succession
8.4.6 Explain how cabinet departments, federal agencies, and regulatory agencies enforce the laws.   (CE.6d; .13a, .13d, .13e) p. 251-254

Cabinet Departments

· State 
· Treasury 
· Defense 
· Justice 
· Homeland Security 
Federal agencies/Regulatory agancies

· CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) 
· FDA (Food and Drug Administration) 
· FTC (Federal Trade Commission)* 
· IRS (Internal Revenue Service) 
· Federal Reserve System* 
· EPA (Environmental Protection Agency)* 
· FCC (Federal Communication Commission)* 
· CDC (Center for Disease Control)
8.4.8  Assess the role of the executive branch in the system of checks and balances. (CE.6b) p. 130
· vetoes acts of Congress E>L
· convenes a special session of Congress*  E>L 
· nominates  Supreme Court justices and federal judges*  E>J
· grant reprieves and pardons  E>J
8.4.9  Describe how the system of checks and balances limits the power of the executive branch. (CE.6b) p. 130
· Senate approves treaties and appointments   L>E
· House of Representatives appropriates money   L>E
· Congress can override vetoes*   L>E
· Congress can impeach and convict a president  L>E
· Supreme Court may rule executive actions unconstitutional *  J>E
· constitutional amendments, e.g., Twenty-second, Twenty-fifth amendments
8.4.10  Examine current issues and controversies involving the executive branch.  (CE.1a, .1b, .1c, .1d, .1e, .1f, .1g)
