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PROMOTING THE GENERAL WELFARE:
THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Essential Questions
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8.3.1  Describe the structure of the legislative branch.  (CE.6a)
· Article I* -creates the legislative branch
· bicameral* = a 2 house Congress 
· Congress
 - House of Representatives*
 - Senate*
8.3.2  Compare the two houses of the Congress in terms of their powers, organization, membership, and privileges.  (CE.6a)
· number of members* =Senate/100   House of Representatives/435
· qualifications for membership (Age, residency)
· rules for debate 
· presiding officers- Senate-VP & President of pro tempore  House- Speaker of the House 
· terms of office- Senate= 6yrs   House= 2yrs
· responsibilities of each house 
8.3.3  Describe how congressional representation is determined. (CE.1g)
· census 
· reapportionment 
· population 
· redistricting
8.3.4  Identify the powers of the legislative branch.  (CE.6a, .6c)
· expressed powers* 
 1- make laws*
 2- approve the annual budget* 
 3- raise revenue through taxes and other levies*
 4- coin money
 5- impeach and remove executive and judicial officers 
 6- regulate interstate and foreign trade
 7- confirms presidential appointments*
 8- declare war* 
· implied powers*
  - used to carry out expressed powers
8.3.5  Identify key steps in the legislative process. (How a bill becomes a law) (CE.6c)
7 general steps in the legislative process
1. writing the bill 

2. introduction of a bill by Senator or Representative* 

3. committee action* (in both houses)
4. debating of bill*  (in both houses)
5. voting on bill by both houses* 
6. conference committees* 
7. presentation to the president*
8.3.6  Describe the role of the legislative branch in the system of checks and balances.  (CE.6b)
· Congress checks the President when legislators (L>E)
 - override presidential vetoes*
 - impeach a president and convict a president*
 - ratify treaties 
· Congress checks the courts when legislators  (L>J)
 - confirm or refuse to confirm judges/justices* 
 -  impeach and convict judges/justices*
8.3.7  Describe how the system of checks and balances limits the power of the legislative branch.  (CE.6b)
· President checks Congress when the president   (E>L)
 - proposes legislation*
 - prepares an annual budget for Congress to approve*
 - vetoes legislation Congress has passed* 
 - convenes a special session of
   Congress* 
· The courts checks Congress when judges/justices  (J>L)
 - declare acts of Congress to be unconstitutional*
8.3.8  Describe the role of individuals and interest groups in the legislative process.  (CE.6c, CE.9b)
· individuals
 - participating in politics, e.g., voting, campaigning, seeking office
  - expressing opinions, e.g., lobbying, demonstrating, writing letters
  - joining interest groups
  - identifying issues* 
 - publicizing issues* 
 - lobbying government officials*
8.3.9  Identify factors that may influence a legislator's vote. (CE.5a, .5d, CE.9b)
· constituents 

· party membership 
· re-election 

· campaign contributions
8.3.10  Examine current issues and controversies dealing with the legislative branch.  (CE.1a, .1b, .1c, .1d, .1e, .1f, .1g)
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