Ice Breaker Quiz

U.S. Constitution Days 1-9

Version 1

1.  The Constitution is called a “living document” because it ---

A. Grants voting rights to all citizens

B. Divides power among the three branches

C. Can be changed by the Supreme Court

D. Contains procedures for being changed

2.  The sharing of power between the state and national government is known as 

A. Popular sovereignty

B. Separation of powers

C. federalism

D. consent of the governed
3.  The Supreme Court’s decision in Marbury v. Madison is significant because it was the first time “Judicial Review” was used.  What is judicial review?

A. gave the Supreme Court the power to make laws

B. gave the Supreme Court the power to declare laws unconstitutional

C. gave the Supreme Court the power to veto laws

D. gave the Supreme Court the power to pass a bill into law if it is fair


4.  Which of the following is NOT a provision of the Articles of Confederation? (Use the box above to help answer the question.)
A. Each state has one vote

B. The central  government had the power to tax the states

C. The central government could declare war only if nine states agreed

D. No state could be represented by more than seven members

5.  The Preamble of the U.S. Constitution was intended to be a -
A. Statement of the reason for independence

B. Definition of the rules and beliefs of a society

C. Brief summary of the main points of the documents

D. Statement of the purposes of the government

6.  Congress has all of the following powers except the right to ---

A. Coin money

B. Tax exports

C. Declare war

D. Regulate trade

7.  Which clause allows Congress to exercise powers that are NOT specifically stated but deemed necessary and proper?

A. The grandfather clause

B. The ratification clause

C. The supremacy clause

D. The elastic clause
8.  States have many powers that are not granted to the national government.  Which of the following is N0T a state power?

A. License professionals (teachers)

B. Conduct national elections

C. Regulate education

D. Establish a postal system
9.  The President’s nomination of a person to become a Supreme Court justice best illustrates the principle of ---

A. Judicial review

B. Popular sovereignty 

C. Checks and balances

D. Separation of powers



10.  The powers in the center of the diagram are known as ---

A. Concurrent powers

B. Delegated powers

C. Reserved powers

D. Expressed powers

11.  The powers to the right of the diagram are known as ---

A. Concurrent powers

B. Delegated powers

C. Reserved powers

D. Expressed powers

12.  There are many reasons why the U.S. Constitution has been changed.  Which of the following is NOT a reason?

A. protection of basic rights

B. to limit people’s right

C. voting rights

D. protection of the rights of the accused


13.  Which of the following statements best expresses the statement in the above box?

A. Rule of law

B. Popular sovereignty

C. Limited government

D. Majority rule

14.  The primary purpose of the Bill of Rights is to -

A. limit the spread of slavery in the United States

B. limit the power of the federal government

C. establish judicial review

D. give specific powers to the states

15.  Which of the following was NOT a weakness of the Articles of Confederation?

A. There was no executive branch to enforce laws.

B. It was too hard to amend and change laws.

C. The national government had too much power.

D. There was no judicial branch to interpret laws.

16.  Which of the following statements is incorrect about the procedures to amend the Constitution?

A. 2/3  of both Senate and House must propose 

B. ¾ of both Senate and House must propose

C. ¾ of the states must ratify

D. proposal can be made by national convention

17.  Which of the following is NOT granted to the national government?

A. Reserved powers

B. Concurrent powers

C. Enumerated powers

D. Implied powers

18.  Ensuring that Americans have the right to pursue life, liberty, and happiness is to ---

A. Provide for the common defense

B. Establish justice

C. Promote the general welfare

D. Insure domestic tranquility

Articles of Confederation


Article V


No state shall be represented in Congress by less than two or more than seven members … each state shall have one vote


Article VIII


All charges of war, and all expenses incurred for the common defense or general welfare shall be paid out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the states


Article IX


The United States … shall never engage in war … nor enter into treaties or alliances, nor borrow money … unless nine states agree.








POWERS OF GOVERNMENT





Control commerce


Declare war


Make treaties


Coin money			


Conduct trials


Taxation			


Conduct elections


education	





“We the People of the United States … do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”








